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with everything. A poor house. Nigel Playfair told me he
was trying to get the Lyric Opera House at Hammersmith for
what is wrongly called a Repertory Theatre. He had got the
rent promised, but one of the London ring of managers had made
a bid over his head, without even having seen the theatre, just
in order to keep the ring closed. Playfair didn't know whether
he would get the place after all. I told him if he did I might
collect £2,000 for him.1
YacM Club, London, Saturday, October 12th.
Dinner of ' Writers' Group' last night at Reform, at which it
was decided to drop our 3 months' debated Manifesto entirely
as being quite absurd in present circumstances. A wise decision,
my God! Spender spoke about the poverty of Germany, and
of a great struggle between inhabitants of 2 room tenements
in poorer quarters and the police. The police laid down that
it was unsanitary for people to sleep in a room where cooking
was done. This of course would have put the whole family
into one room to sleep. They could not enforce the decree
practically. Then they had kitchens constructed in new tene-
ments, in such a manner, so full of corners, that beds could not
be put into them I He also spoke of seeing a highly-respectable-
looking long row of tenements in Munich, as to which a guide-
friend said to him: " You see those houses. There isn't a
w.c. in the whole row. When the tenants want a w.c. they go
to that beer-hall there and have a drink in order to use a w.c."
Ellery Sedgwick, of the Atlantic Monthly, was at the dinner.
I talked privately to him afterwards and walked with him back
to the Ritz, and gave him my ideas on most of the big political
personages. I was just in the humour for being highly in-
discreet, and I was indiscreet. He said seriously to me at the
end: " You may like to know that I accept your judgment
absolutely." Every now and then in the rain he would stand
still in order to put an important question.
Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, October i$th.
Reflection upon the German answer to Wilson's reply to their
request for an armistice made me think the end of the war was
getting very near, and that the whole policy of the M. of In-
1 "When the plan was farther matured Arnold Bennett became chair-
man of the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith.
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